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Utah Statewide Amendments 
 

 

Parapet Bracing.  Effective July 1, 2010 

 

(65)  A new section IBC, Section 3401.6, is added as follows: 

 

3401.6 Parapet bracing, wall anchors, and other appendages.  Buildings constructed prior to 

1975 shall have parapet bracing, wall anchors, and appendages such as cornices, spires, towers, 

tanks, signs, statuary, etc. evaluated by a licensed engineer when said building is undergoing 

reroofing, or alteration of or repair to said feature.  Such parapet bracing, wall anchors, and 

appendages shall be evaluated in accordance with 75% of the seismic forces as specified in 

Section 1613.  When allowed by the local building official, alternate methods of equivalent 

strength as referenced in an approved code under Utah Code, Subsection 58-56-4(6)(a), will be 

considered when accompanied by engineer-sealed drawings, details, and calculations.  When 

found to be deficient because of design or deteriorated condition, the engineer’s 

recommendations to anchor, brace, reinforce, or remove the deficient feature shall be 

implemented. 

 

EXCEPTIONS: 

 

1.  Group R-3 and U occupancies 

 

2. Unreinforced masonry parapets need not be braced according to the above stated 

provisions provided that the maximum height of an unreinforced masonry parapet 

above the level of the diaphragm tension anchors or above the parapet braces shall not 

exceed one and one-half times the thickness of the parapet wall.  The parapet height 

may be a maximum of two and one-half times its thickness in other than Seismic Design 

Categories D, E, or F. 

 


