
 
  Non-Sanitary Sewer  
  Discharge 

 

If you still have questions regarding this issue after reading this publication, please contact the 
Logan Public Works department at 435-716-9153.  

 
Question: 
Does this business have discharge(s) that go somewhere other than directly into the sanitary 
sewer system? 
 Yes  
 No 

 
 

Why are we asking this? 
The Utah Department of Environmental Quality, Division of Water 
Quality, is concerned with discharges into Utah’s storm sewer 
systems because of the eventual impact on waterways.  It is of the 
utmost importance that discharges wind up where they can be 
properly treated without negatively impacting nature. 
 

They want to avoid this:    
 

In order to ensure Logan performs to strict state guidelines, the City of Logan’s Public Works 
department needs an accounting from all businesses regarding all discharges collected and/or 
created that do not go directly into the sanitary sewer.   
 
For a brief tutorial on the difference between storm and sanitary sewer systems, read “Sewer 
Systems 101” below. 
 
 

What are some examples of non-sanitary sewer discharges that I need to account 
for: 
The short answer is that you need to account for everything.  Take a look at the list below to get 
yourself thinking about what discharges your business creates or collects.  Examples include, 
but are certainly not limited to: 
 

 Oil, radiator fluid, and/or transmission 
fluid 

 Cooking grease 

 Tool and engine cleaning 

 Water from a car wash 

 Discharges from aqueous cleaning 

 Water from steam cleaning or 
equipment wash down 

 Water used for floor cleanup in 
dismantling areas (ie. mop water) 

 Non-contact cooling water and 
precipitation collected in secondary 
containment areas 

 
 
What happens if I do have non-sanitary sewer discharges?  
If you haven’t already, you will need to speak to the Public Works department at 435-716-9153 
to discuss the collection and/or treatment of your businesses discharges. 



Are there non-sanitary sewer discharges that are okay to go into the storm sewer 

system?  

Generally, the following discharges are considered acceptable to go into the storm water 

system.  Notwithstanding, these discharges should still be reported to Logan’s Public Works 

department, who will assess the likely impact on the storm sewer system.   

 Water line flushing 
 Landscape irrigation 
 Diverted stream flows 
 Rising ground waters 
 Uncontaminated ground water 

infiltration 
 Uncontaminated pumped ground 

water 
 Discharges from potable water 

sources 
 Foundation drains 
 Air conditioning condensate 
 Irrigation water 
 Springs 
 Water from crawl space pumps 

 Footing drains 
 Lawn watering runoff 
 Individual residential car washing 
 Flows from riparian habitats and 

wetlands 
 Dechlorinated swimming pool 

discharges 
 Residual street wash water 
 Dechlorinated water reservoir 

discharges 
 Discharges or flows from fire fighting 

activity  

 
 
Sewer Systems 101  

Sanitary sewer system:  
The system for transporting sewage underground from houses or businesses 
to treatment facilities or disposal.  (Think water discharges from sinks and toilets.)   
 

Storm sewer system:   
The system designed to drain excess 
rain and ground water from paved streets, parking 
lots, sidewalks, and roofs; fed by street gutters 
designed to drain the storm water, untreated, into 
rivers or streams. 

 
Sanitary Sewer / Storm Sewer Relationship: 
The separation of storm sewers from sanitary sewers helps to prevent sewage treatment plants becoming 
overwhelmed by the huge influx of water during a rainstorm, which can result in untreated sewage being 
discharged into the environment. 
 
As in most places, in Logan, storm sewers are operated independently from sanitary sewer systems.    
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